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This afternoon we gather in fellowship to honor each
other and God with a symbolic Passover meal. We do so
for three reasons: First, Jesus celebrated the Passover and
our Passover links us to him and to the ancient roots of
his Jewish faith. Second, Passover is a celebration of
freedom and we understand how God wants us to be
liberated from sin and all earthly powers that attempt to
control and imprison us. Third, Passover invites us to
free ourselves from everything that stands in the way of
our relationship with God and others.
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Our meal is called a “Seder.” It is from the Hebrew word
meaning “order.”

The Book of Genesis tells us that God orders all of
creation, but we confess our desire to take control of
things ourselves. In the Seder we are reminded that
trying to control and order our own lives often leads to
slavery, and that freedom and liberation come only when
we surrender control to God and allow Him to order our
days and our ways.
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Listen now to the Passover story as recorded in the Book
of Exodus.
Exodus 12: 1-27
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We begin our Seder with the making of light. Close your
eyes and remember the dark times of your life: Times of
confusion, depression, failure and loss. Remember how
you have tried to control your life by your own efforts,
works and achievements. Let us sit in silence and recall
the ways we have rebelled against God and others.
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Now, slowly open your eyes and behold the light of the
candles. These remind us that God brings illumination
and hope into our darkened world.
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It is tradition to have a roasted shank bone as part of the
Seder meal. The shank bone, called ZEROA, reminds us of
the sacrificial lamb offered to God by the Jews. For
Christians, it calls to mind the significance of Jesus who
was the sacrificial lamb offered up for our sins.
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The boiled egg, the BAYTZA, symbolizes the circle of life
and death and the turning of the seasons. Passover, like
Easter, is a spring holy day. In Jewish tradition, Passover
marks the renewal of life in the natural world and

Christians are reminded of new life through the resurrection.
In Judaism the egg is also considered a sign of mourning,
reminding us to honor the suffering of those trapped in
slavery. Christians remember that the suffering of Jesus was
the key to our eternal liberation and freedom.
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On the Seder plate are two bitter herbs. One is usually
horseradish called MAROR and other is HAZERET,
usually represented by romaine lettuce.
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The mixture of nuts, apples and spices is called
CHAROSET. This symbolizes the mortar used by the
Hebrews to build the pyramids in Egypt.

FyVEYAZ, ELTRNRAREZT IR LTHELNT=DH
CHAROSET £ FEIEN D EDTT, CHIFICTFDESF =T v FOEEE
[CES-EILZINERBTHLDTY,



The parsley is called KARPAS and represents hope. In a
few minutes we will dip the KARPAS into saltwater,
symbolizing the sadness of slavery and the joy of
liberation.
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The unleavened bread is called MATZAH. It is
sometimes called the “Bread of Affliction.” It is flat to
remind us not to become “puffed up” but to remain
simple and humble. It is dry to remind us that we cannot
live by bread alone. We must rely on God who is the
Water of Life.
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There are three MATZAH on the table because the
number three is sacred both in Judaism and Christianity.
In Judaism it may represent God, Torah and Israel. In
Christianity three is associated with the three persons of
the Trinity: God the Father, God the Son and God the
Holy Spirit.
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It is tradition for guests at the Seder to drink four cups of
wine or grape juice.
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The Cup of KIDDUSH reminds us that this special meal
is different from all others.
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The Cup of HAGGADAH reminds us of the exodus from
Egypt
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The Cup of THANKSGIVING reminds us of our
liberation from everything that imprisons us
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The Cup of BLESSING or the Cup of the PROPHET
ELIJAH reminds us that the prophet shall visit our Seder
to confirm that God never will never leave or forsake us.
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Let us now experience the Seder together. We begin with
prayer.
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L: If we love ourselves, but not our neighbors...
All: It is not enough

L: If we love our neighbors, but not our enemies...
All: It is not enough

L: If we end all war, but not starvation...
All: It is not enough

L: If we end starvation, but not illiteracy...
All: It is not enough

L: If we end illiteracy, but do not protect freedom of
speech...
All: It is not enough

L: If we protect freedom of speech, but do not
educate...
All: It is not enough

L: If we educate the mind, but not the heart...
All: It is not enough

L: If we educate the heart, but not the soul...
All: It is not enough

L: If we educate the soul, but not the spirit...
All: Tt is not enough. Amen

Please take your first cup of wine/grape juice. As we
drink we are reminded of our common bond as children of
God.
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Now, dip the parsley into the saltwater. The parsley —
KARPAS - symbolizes hope and renewal. The saltwater
reminds us of the sweat of the brow and the hard work it
takes for our aspirations to be realized.
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Now, take your second cup of wine/grape juice. This cup
is drunk in honor of our freedom. May we move away
from sin that enslaves and imprisons us.
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Now, mix some of the bitter herbs — the lettuce and the
horseradish with the sweet apple and nut mixture — the
CHAROSET. You may make a small “sandwich” by
spreading the mixture between two pieces of MATZAH.
This reminds us that no matter how sweet life may be, we
all experience the bitterness of suffering and sorrow.
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Now, we drink our third cup of wine/grape juice. This
cup reminds us that courage is needed to work for
reconciliation among those who are our enemies and foes.
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The boiled egg reminds us of the circle of life and death
and the turning of the seasons. We invite you to save the
egg and eat it with the lunch served after our ceremony.
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Finally, we drink the fourth cup — The Cup of Blessing.
This cup of peace reminds us that it’s the will of God for
all of us to work for harmony and good will among all
people.
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L: For thousands of years the Jewish people have
remembered and listened to the call of liberation. In this
Seder we are honored to hear and respond to that call

with the promise that God will come to set us free from
sin, violence, hatred and oppression.
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All: Today we remember the bitterness of slavery. Not
only the enslavement of the Hebrews to Pharaoh, but our
own enslavement to power, greed and false pride. We
remember our enslavement to all things that rob ourselves
and others of dignity and self-worth.
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L: Passover calls us to accept God’s gift of freedom.
Let us courageously hold fast to freedom with the hope
that we might fashion a world committed to justice,
kindness and humility, for this is what the prophets and
Jesus have called us to do.
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All: “Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow peace; where there is
injury, let me show forgiveness; where there is doubt, let



me sow faith; where there is despair, let me give hope;
where there is darkness, let me bring light; where there is
sadness, let me give joy”
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L: As we conclude our Seder may we find renewal
and refreshment in our Christian celebration of Holy

Communion.
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(We acknowledge, with thanks, this Seder celebration as
outlined in
“Let us Break Bread Together.”’)

Additional thanks are extended to Japanese Ministry
and others for hosting this

special Maundy Thursday celebration.
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